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LETTERS FROM ACHILL ISLAND. 
[From a CoRRESPONDENT. 
III. Conciuston. ] 


Ir is not very long since Achill Island, as any cursory 
visitor may see, was one huge black bog, hardly fit for wild 
cattle. ere is an old inhabitant who has heard his grand- 
father tell that he and five other families were the first to 
settle there 150 years ago. It is obvious that no one would 
have gone to live there if he could have cscupied the better 
land near by. In the twenty odd miles which separate 
Achill from Westport are large tracts of good land, belong- 
ing to Lord Sligo and others, which are now let to big 
graziers at a nominal rent. The little fences or “ mearings, 

creeping up to the very tops of the hills, tell of a busy 
population once settled there, but which disappeared 
ja the great clearances of 1849 and 1850, when hun- 
dreds of families, unprotected by the three “ F's,” were 
swept away to calm the terrors of the great landlords, 
who hated the people and treated them like vermin. The 
one parish of Kilmena, situated just here, had foriy 
years ago a population of 2,700 families, while to-day it has 
only 400. It is those exiles who now people Achill and the 
Western Islands, and it is very noteworthy that, poor as it 
is, Achill is the only bit of Connaught which at the last 
census showed an increase in its population. So remote is 
it from the highways of the world that a disaster happening 
there is scarcely heeded by the people of Great Britain. 
Who remembers, for example, that so lately as 1886 its popu- 
lation of 8,000 people was kept alive for ten months by the 
world’s charity ? Yet so it Was. The potato failed there 
in the previous year. The tubers never ripened in the wet 
bog land, and the people were exchanging their two-year- 
old cattle for a bag of meal. And Michael Davitt was 
the man who opened the wells of public sympathy. The 
faitbful priest of the parish, Father O’Connor, than whom 
_the poor peasants of Ireland have no better friend, travelled 
to Dublin iu January, 1886, and told the Lord-Lieutenant 
(Lord Carnarvon) that his people would die by hundreds of 
starvation before two months were over unless something 
was done for them, and he threw the nsibility on the 
representative of the Queen. Though his Lordship wes 
sympathetic enough, Governments move slowly, and no he‘p 
came. The faithful priest then sought Mr. Davitt and once 
more told his story. Davitt’s reply was, “‘ The poor West ! 
they must not starve ;” and right royally did he set to work 
to redeem his promise. Money flowed in from England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, from America and Australia, and 
the people were saved. Relief works were started, and 
roads made, that the people should earn the money they 
received. And so, by untiringwork and judicious adminis- 
tration, the bad year was tided over. But the landlords 
of Achill contributed nothing, and more than that, they 
have since required the arrears of rent for that barren year 
of 1886. So that the world’s charity has ultimately found 
its way to the landlord’s pocket. The people will never for- 
get their deliverer. A bridge has lately been built at Achill 
Sound—that is to say, the strait which divided the island 
. from the mainland has been spanned by an excellent draw- 

bridge, which is a great boon tothe inhabitants. When the 
foundation stone was being laid by the parish priest, he 
called on the assembled multitude to name the bridge, and 
with one voice they cried, “ Davitt, by Goh ; the man that 
kept us alive when we were starving.” Thechurlish authori- 
ties refuse to allow the name to be put up, but it is a title 
that will be remembered without inscription. 

There is one significant and interesting feature of Achill 
life that must be mentioned before this sketch is concluded. 
It is the habit of the western population of Ireland to come 
over to Englandto “save” the harvest. In Achill the 
practice is almost universal among the young men and 
women, who leave their homes at the beginning of June, in 
time for the English hay harvest, and donot usually return 
till the end of October, when the corn harvest in this coun 
try is all gathered. 1 took some pains to ascertain cs nearly 
as it could ve est'mated the actual number of these summer 


harvesters, and made acalculation thereu appears 
that no fewer than 600 men aud 300 a al women 
go chiefly to Scotland—work every summer in this country, 
earning, the men 15s. a week and the women 10s. :The 
period of absence from home is about twenty weeks, and if 
we allow four of these for going and returning and 
for time when they are seeking work, we have a wage- 
i riod of sixteen weeks. The aggregate of 

these wages would thus amount to £9,600. Now, supposing 
it costs each of these summer immigrants ls.a day to live 
and to pay the cheap cost of travel to and fro, there would 
be spent in the twenty weeks of absence the sum of £6,300 
out of the total amount earned. This would leavea balance 
of £3,300, which is quite as much as the total rent-roll of 9! 
the estates on the island amounts to. So that we have an 
agricv'tural population of 6,000 people inging into fertility 
the soil of Achill, and drawing from it uce which is in- 
sufficient even to keep body and soul together. Yet these 
people have alco to meet an annual rent-tax of more than 
£3,000, not one shilling of which is drawn from the land 
so rented. Politic il economists tell us that rent js the sur- 

lus produce of the land, after the husbandman who tills it 
ia ined his subsistence from it. What name, then, 
eaoy or otherwise, would economists apply to this 
£3,000 


ABOUT WOMEN’S WORK. 

Most readers of the Women’s Gazette cannot but be inter- 
ested in the practical side of the elevation of women, which 
is to be dealt with in this column. The women who take 
heed of the principle maintained in this Gazette are not half 
what they would be were women of the toiling class better 
paid for their labour andinstructed in the advantages of 
federation among themselves. Therefore it is an advantage 
to make known what women have accomplished, and are 
accomplishing daily in the working world. 

A meeting was held by the typc-w citers at the Industrial 
Hall, Bloomsbury, last week. There was a good attendance, 
and Miss Clementina Black spoke. The object of the pro- 
moters of the meeting was to assist in organising the workers, 
so that the payment may be kept up to a fair standard. 

The self-protected industry of women is an object that 
clearly ought to be promoted. The Wimen’s Journal of 
Boston stated lately that two patents had been ted to 
women ae oe week ending September 17. was to 
Rachel A. Robinson for the iveniion of a new Calendar. 
Another was to May P. R. T“ton, New York, for 
the discovery of a valuable compound for settling coffee. 
These inventions, though m‘nor utiliti: -, show that women 
have industrial vpacities. We may give instances of their 
success in matters of more *n . 

Women in Ameri compete ‘n art exhibitions, in decora- 
tion, in furniture, as well as in pi Their right to do 
so is not only recognised, but the Art Leagues which pre- 
vailin these exhibitions treat the women artists very well, 
as they themselves report : which is the best evidence. 
“Women in Industry” hes been the subject of two lec- 
tures delivered by Dr. Stanton Coit, who says the time has 
gone by for discussing whether women should work or not. 
So many women are oblig~i to earn their own living, that 
Dr. Coit thinks men should now recognise this fact and help 
them to organise and get fairer wages. He advocated Trades 
Unions for women. 

The Society of Women Employed in Bookbinding is the 
oldest Trades Union founded by women. It wes started 
the Women’s Trades Union Provident League, which unt*? 
last week was theonly organisation working in this practical 
way for women. Mrs. Paterson, the wife of an artizan, was 
the founder of the League, and she worked very hard to pro- 
mote its objects until her death in 1886. ts 
At the annual meeting of the Bookbinders, held at the 
Industrial Hall, Bloomsbury, on Tuesda ‘ay the B inst., a 
very satisfactory report was presen Secretary, 
Miss Whyte. Miss Whyte, who is a bookbinder herself, 
has the entire confidence of the members. ‘ 
The speakers were Mr. Shearer, who took the chair ; Mr. 
D. Leahy, the of the Printing Machine Managers’ 
Society ; Miss Ada Heather-Bigg, and Si Pagliardini 
es’ Unionism for 


who caused amusement by caying that 
women had now become the fashion. 

Miss A. Heather-Bigg endorsed this statement, and begged 
the bookbinders never to forget that they were the. first to 
show that industrial combination among women was pos- 
sible. Those, she said, who helped Mrs. Paterson to form the 
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first Unions had committed themselves to Trades Unionism 
when it was not the fashion. 

Mr. Shearer, who took the chair, expressed satisfaction 
that two letters were received from employers, stating that 
they would have been present if possible. He dwelt on the 
need for solidarity among the workers, and pointed out that 
the recent assistance sent from abroad to the dockers shewed 
that insular prejudice was dying out. 

A meeting was held at Mile End last wee k with the 
object of forming Trades Unions for women in the East 
End. A-new body of workers has come forward with Mr. 
a among them, whose name is so influentialin the East 

The Bishop of Bedford said very truly that what women 
want is not doles or charity, but justice. They demand that 
they shall be properly paid for their work, and ask that they 

shall not be compelled to work from 12to 17 hours a day 
for a pittance varying from 5d to 8d a day. 

The Women’s Trades Union Provident League, of which 
‘Miss Clementina Black was Secretary until lately, has 
‘founded many successful Unions, but always has found diffi- 
culty in getting the workers of the East End to take 
‘up the idea. It is difficult in a vast community like London 
to work districts far apart with equal success, but the Society 
has not worked in vain if it has infused the idea in the air 
and has caused it to be embodied in action by new workers. 

-The new Society can have the advantage of the experi- 
ence and organisation of the earlier one, which has been 
acquired with much trouble and self-sacrifice. 

The Yorkshire Factory Times is a most useful journal con- 
taining a considerable variety of reading. It contains 
surprising information of the condition of workersin Lan- 
cashire and Yorkshire. Hopelessness of obtaining improve- 
ment is stamped on many asad and weary face. Supplication 
is in vain where it can be attempted—in many cases it 
cannot be attempted at all—for fear of the workers losing 
their situations instead of gaining redress. The only remedy 
is sensible, well-devised, well-supported Trades Unions. 

A pl meeting was held at Cradley Heath on the 14th 
inst.,called by the Chain and Nailmakers’ Societies, at which 
Mr. B. Hingley, M.P., presided. Out of the large number 
present.a considerable proportion were women. Mr. Hing- 
ley, M.P., said that union and organisation among the 
working classes was not only desirable but necessary. As 
an employer of labour he could say it was far better to have 
to deal with an organised body of men or women than with 
‘an unorganised mob. Experience showed that when men 
were disorganised and had no proper leaders the most violent 
and noisy men came to the front. There had been much 
talk about the distress and suffering among the chainmakers 
and the remedies which might be found in legislation. No 
doubt legislation might do something to improve matters, 
but in his opinion they would be able to improve their 
condition infinitely better by thorough organisation in their 
trades. Lrcy Dilke, who had visited several workshops dur- 
ing the day and inspected the women making spike nailsand 
welding chains, also spoke. She said that the women in the dis- 
trict she had visited that daywere badly paid, but the sackmakers 
in Dundee were worse off, for it was only with great difficulty 
they could earn 2s. or 2s. 6d. a week. Charity, instead of 
helping such people, did them an injury, for it prevented 
organisation. She desired to see women more independent 
and anxious to get full wages from their employers rather 
than accept charity. She was pleased to know that in that 
district the women had the opportunity of joining their 
trade associations, and through them the federation, for a 
subscription of apenny afortnight. She had seen girls at work 
that day forging links who received as wages 2s. 6d. to 4s. a 
week. How could those girls do anything to protect them- 
selves ? She would like to see the women’s labour question 
assume a position of greater importance than it had done, 
and women acting in concert with men in support of their 
own interests. Eine A. Hotyoake. 


ORGANIZATION. 

The Kettering Leader, of Oct. 18th, quoting our criticisms of 
the defective organization in Sleaford and Peterborough, says : 
“We are pleased to know this state of affairs does not exist 
in Kettering, for—as the annual meeting of the Women’s 
Liberal Association testified last night—the ladies of the 
town who sympathise with the Home Rule movement are 
thoroughly well: organized, and will form an effective 
auxiliary to the local Radical forces whenever the day of 
battle arrives.” 


ABOUT BOOKS. 


The cheap edition of Kinggsley’s “Westward Ho,” which has 
boen out some time, is capital. The type is clear and the 
book is a wonderful sixpenny-worth. Messrs. Macmillan 
announce, in the same form, all the most popular of 
Kingsley’s novels. 

Edna Lyall’s books are being translated into Dutch. Her 
new novel, “A Hardy Norseman,” deals with Norwegian 
life and character as found in the merchant class. 

A new edition of Mrs. Browning’s poems is coming out in 
six monthy volumes. 

Mr. Walter Scott, one of our most enterprising publishers, 
is going to bring out “The Contemporary Science Series,” 
edited by Havelock Ellis. It is intended to bring within 
the reach of the English speaking public the best that is 
known and thought in all departments of modern scientific 
research. All the questions of modern life will be frankly 
investigated and clearly presented. The first volume of the 
series, ‘“‘ The Evolution of Sex,” by Professor Patrick Geddes 
and J. Arthur Thomson, was ready on October 25th. 

A daily illustrated paper is shortly to be started. It will 
cost one penny, contain sixteen pages, and a great feature 
will be signed leading articles by foremost writers. 

La Citoyenne, the only French paper advocating women’s 
rights and demanding female suffrage, is edited by Mme. 
Maria Martin. It is satisfactory to know that the paper is 
gaining reputation and subscribers. 

Miss Amy Reade (niece of the late Charles Reade) is 
about to publish a novel called “ Ruby.” It is, like her 
uncle’s, a novel with a purpose. It is intended to expose 
the hardships and ill-usage sustained by young people 
training for the circus. 

Mr. Murray announces Lady Dufferin’s new book, “ Our 
Viceregal Life in India. Selections from my journals, 
1884-8.” 

Margaret Deland, author of “John Ward, Preacher,” 
has a volume in the press entitled, ‘‘ A Book about Florida.” 

Two new biographies of women are “ Mary Howitt, an 
autobiography,” edited by her daughter, and “ Louisa May 
Alcott: Her Life, Letters, and Journals,” edited by Ednah 
C. Cheney. 

A new life of Richard Steele, by Mr. G. A. Aitken, will 
be welcomed by. all lovers of literature. Steele’s Essays 
show his great appreciation of woman and her powers at a 
period of the eighteenth century when it was shared by few. 

There are new editions of Mary F. Robinson’s “ Emily 
Bronté ” and Mathilde Blind’s “George Eliot,” both in the 
Eminent Women Series. 

Mrs. Comyns Carr has written a new novel, entitled 
‘“‘ Margaret Maliphant.” : 

The life of William Lloyd Garrison, the foremost 
champion of the anti-slavery cause, has just been pub- 
lished. It is a book of great interest. Finding women 
among his zealous coadjutors in the war against slavery, he 
was an advocate of their political enfranchisement. His 
zeal for the cause was so great that in January, 1831, he 
started a paper called Zhe Liberator, which became the 
organ of the whole movement against slavery. He edited, 
printed, and published it in what was both his workshop 
and home in conjunction with a partner, Isaac Knapp. He 
tells us himself, “‘My worthy partner and I complete the 
mechanical part, that is to say, we compose and distribute, 
on every number, one hundred thousand types, besides per- 
forming the press-work, mailing the paper to subscribers, 
&c., &c.” Garrison edited and issued The Liberator for 
thirty-five years, for some time at pecuniary loss, and at no 
time with much profit to himself, but always with immense 
benefit to the public. This should be a great encourage- 
ment to all starting a paper as the organ of any good cause. 

Mr. J. Platt, a prolific writer on such subjects as business, 
money, economy, etc., has just published a volume entitled, 
“ Men and Women,” where he discusses the woman ques- 
tion. He and Mr. Grant Allen might join hands. They 
both seem to fear the consequences of the intellectual 
progress of women. Mr. Platt, who quotes largely from 
Ouida and other third-rate novelists, is of opinion that a 
woman’s chief business is to be cook enough to tempt her 
husband's appetite with dainties, and so keep the doctor out 
of the house, and Mr. Grant Allen thinks that any 
woman who is not a mother ought to be ashamed of herself : 
all her life should be a preparation to that end. ar 
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FROM THE CONSTITUENCIES. 


Tae contest at Brighton has been carried on vigorously 
during the week. We shall go to press too soon to learn the 
result, but it may safely be asserted that the Liberals have 
regained a great part of their lost ground, and that, at the 
worst, Loder will not gain a very long Parliamentary experi- 
ence through the agency of the electors of Brighton. 

The Liberal Candidate has been indefatigable. I wish I 
could say the same of :he members of the local Liberal 
Associetion. It seems io be becoming too much the facion 
at bye-elections to depend on the efforts of devoted ou‘siders. 
These efforts have not been wanting. The Eigh.y Club has 
senta contingent, and Mr. J. A. B. Bruce, the Hon. Secretary, 
and Mr. Leveson-Gower have done their share of work. 
Several Irish M.P.’s and Mr. Oldhem, of the Protestant 
Home Rule Association, have been labouring from morning 
till night. A fewof the ladies of Brighton, notably Miss 
Ewart, sister of the President of the Liberal Association, have 
been working devotedly, while Lady Stevenson, Tirs. Sin- 
clair, President of the Chatham Liberal Association, Mrs. 
Seel, Peckham Women’s Liberal Association, Miss Chapman, 
Winchester Women’s Liberal Association, Mrs. Gil, w.fe of 
Mr. T. P. Gill, the Irish Member, and Mrs. Holiday, have 
been rendering most valuable service. 

A meeting of ladies was held on Friday last at the Com- 
mittee Rooms, 153, Western-road, under the presidency of 
Lady Stevenson. Addresses were given by the Candida‘e, 
by Dr. Ewart, and by Miss W. P. Byles, of Bradford, and 
the practical result of the meeting was a slight increase in the 
number of Iccal workers. 

Miss W. P. Byles addressed a crowded meeting at the 
Lewes-road Schoolroom on Friday evening. 

Lady Sandhurst, in spite of most inclement weather,gave 
an address at an open-air meeting in the Queen’s Park on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Miss Orme was announced to speak on Saturday evening, 
but owing to indisposition was unable to be present. 


How are the mighty fallen! Mr. Peter Taylor, ex-Radical 
Member for Leicester, ex-bugbear of the Tory party, has 
joined Mr. Loder’s Committee ! 


It is. proposed to form an Association for the protection 
of agricultural voters. The movement has originated in the 
Sleaford Division of Lincolnshire, wherethe lack of some 
such organisation was doubtless keenly fet during the recent 
bye-election. But there are other parts of England where 
Liberals have been made to suffer for their opinions, or have 
been coerced into follow:ng the lead of tne parson and tue 
squire, and the movement may be expected to spread beyond 
Lincolnshire 

Vox Poputi. 


THE HAWARDEN CONFERENCES. 


Mr. Joun Mor ey, Earl Granville, the Marquess of Ripon, 
Lord Brassey, and several other Liberal leaders have been 
staying at the Castle. Mr. Gladstone is in splendid health, 
and is not expected to go abroad this winter. 

Writing on Monday night the London correspondent of 
the Birmingham Post says :—The most strik*ng result of the 
Hawarden conferences, and yet one for which your readers 
may have been prepared, is the r-solve of Mr. Gladstone to 
at once take the field on his own account. Up toa couple 
of days since, only two oratorical engagements had been 
arranged for him for the whole recess, and of these but one 
was purely political, that t 2ing his appearance at che annual 
gathering of the National Liberal Federation at Manchester, 
in Dec2mber ; but it was felt by all the colleagues with whom 
he conversed, that it was desirable that at the earliest moment 
he should make a declaration to the country which would give 
a, lead to his supporters for the remainder of the recess. Tk at 
is the secret of his hastily arranged visit to Southport, where 
he is ex not only to congiatulate his followeis upon 
the electoral results of tte immediate past, but to utter an 
important pronouncement upon the present aspect of the 
Irish situation, as well as upon the ccndition of foreign 
affairs—a point regarding which he is now feeling somewhat 
keenly. 

The London co ndent of the Manchester G : wdiun 
says the conferences have resulted in giving a very high 
place in the Liberal programme to the policy of disestablish- 
ment and disendowment of the Chuzch in Wales. 


IRELAND. 

A CrmcuLaR has been sent to all the branches of the 
N ational League in county Tipperary requesting each branch 
vo nominate six representatives to attend the convention, 
which is to be held at Thurles on the 28th inst., for the 
purpose of inaugurating the new Tenants’ Defence League. 
All the priests of the county are invited to attend, and will 
be allowed to take part in the proceedings, whether members 
of the League or not. The Lord Mayor of Dublin has sent 
a separate circular to puvlic bodies in the county, autho- 
rising each of them to send six members tothe convention. 
His lordship said it was desirable tuat the public bodies should 
be represented, as the questions to be dealt with concerned 
tke whole community. 

The following account of the impanelment of the 
Maryboro’ jury is taken from the Freeman’s Journal. In 
the same issue of that newspaper appeared a trenchant 
protest from Mr Al’red Chebb, of Dublin, on behalf of his 
fellow Protestants against this wholesale jury packing. “We 
would not be men,” he says, “ if we were not prepared to 
face another 700 years sooner than lie down under its con- 
tinuance ” :— : 

Maryborough, Thursday. 

The little town presented all the ap ce of an unusual 
stir, but there was an entire absence of the parade of military 
and police with which the Crown usually accompanies these 
prosecutions. The approaches to the court-house were of 
course guarded by the constabulary, and admission to it was 
by ticket only. In the gallery where the grand jurors are 
accustomed to find true bills the more notable members of 
the audience found places. The front seats were occupied 
by English visitors, with the Lord Mayor, M.P., and his 
secretary, Mr. J. B. Hall. The chief interest of the opening 
of the proceedings was centred in the Attorney-General. 
To him all attention was directed, and his entry was 
awaited with the deepest inte-est. The judge had taken 
his place and all te couns:] were in their places before 
“Pether” made his way be wee: the dock and the table. 
He bowed to the judge, but 5 ~hat time his lordship hap- 
pened to be gazing at the skylith . —a display of abstraction 
for which the Attorney-General did not seem prepared. 
Mr. Ryan, Q.C., the dean of Crowa prosecutors, ordered 
the jai'ers to bring forward William Coll. Into the dock 
stepped a Donegal peacan, of the best type, so far as 
physique at all even = goes. An intelligent man, with a 
face that might ve called intellectual, surveyed the court 
with perfect calwn-~s, and w: hout the suspicion of any- 
thing like bragycc:io. W'".:m Coll waited while the 
formali,’es wich tke law has o dained should accompany the 
swesriny in of a jary were complied with. Now was it 
especially that all ey.s were fixed upon the Attorney-General. 
The clerk of theco i salled the name of “John Phelan.” In 
tones that were scarcely audible her Majesty's Attorney- 
General for Ireland mut’ered “Stand by.” It was now 
plain what was a..ut to happen. The challenges of the 
prisoner, limited io twen y, were exhausted before the 
seventh juror h.d tsken his place in the box. — The 
Attorney General ordered for.y-two of his co-religionists to 
“Stand by.” The .cene was a striking and an interesting 
one, and was very fa. f: m monotonous. A gentleman 
named William Delany, of dignified demeanour, was 
handed the vook, but before the oath could be administered 
the words “S.and by” were whispered. Mr. 
Delany was ordered to leave the box, but he did 
not go until he had his say. In calm, quiet 
tones he challenged the Crown to know why an official was 
brought from rnother county to cast a slur upon him, as he 
had always done bi- du’. It was an utterance worthy of 
any subject of the Consti ution. The judge drily told hi 
that the Crown had the law upon their side. Mr. Delany 
continued his protest, and again asked ‘for the reason why.” 
From the back of the court the judge called two policemen 
to remove the gentleman. Other scenes of a similar kind 
followed. One man said that no Catholic who would remain | 
in court after what had happened was worth his salt; 
another suggested with the outspokenness ofa Puritan 
in the days before the Commonwealth that it would 
be better for the Crowa to draw up a list of the 
Catholics who were on the panel and give them notice that | 
they need not attend. All the time the Attorney-General | 
sit silent, his only audible observations being the oft- 
words “Stand by! Stand by! Stand by!” At last it was 
finished, but for the rest of the day the proceedings were 
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ng by sige yi nge , Once The MacDermot touched upon CHIT-CHAT. 
the exclusion of the Catholics from the jury, A wanntace hasbeena between Lady Mai y Howard, 


but the Attorney-General objected in tones of hu ifulness 
at the introduction of the religicus question, and Mr. Justice 
Gibson, too, told The MacDermot that it was not to the 
interest of the prisoners to introduce the subject —a view 
with which counsel contented himself by announcing that 
he did not share. From the prisoner in the dock there came 
@ touchi ion, but the poor man’s words were cut 
short in the j of the law. 

A body of Rifles and a troop of police, with three District - 
oe under County-Inspectors Milling, of Letterkenny, 
and Hayes, of Derry, accompanied by Sub-Sheriff McCay, 
with Property Defence men from Dublin bearing elaborate 


eviction appl: passed through Letterkenny on Monday 
to Falcarragh. The brigade were organized for the eviction 


of some thity families on the Olphert estate on Tuesday. 
The authorities, finding the local leaders engaged at the trials 


at Mary’ h, have chosen the present as an opportune 
moment for these further clearances, which have taken the 
people completely by surprise. The p ings, however, 


will not be altogether private. A number of the English 
visitors who have been present at the Maryborough trials left 
on Monday for Donegal to be present at the eviciions if they 
take place on Tuesday. 

Later intelligence from Falcarragh states that 500 men 
gathered from the neighbouring districts have dug and 
saved the entire and turnip crop .of the tenants 
to be evicted. © crops were ied away from the 
farms. The tenants hai calculated on the evictions not 
being carried out until after the trials at Maryborough. 
Heavy patrols have been sent out to protect the roads and 
bridges around Maryborough. 


LETTER RECEIVED FROM CANON KELLER, 


In reply to a bale of clothes and letter of sym from 
! the Leeds W.L.A.] ca 

“St. Mary’s Presbytery, Youghel, «c». Cork, 11th 
October, 1889. Dear Madam,—I duly received your 
most beautifrl and touchirg letter of the 3rd instant, 
informing me that a bale of clothing was about to be sent to 
us for the evicted Ponsonby tenants by the Leeds Women’s 
I*beral Association. On Wednesday this very geneors 
g ft arrived, and has bcen taken charge of by our nuns here, 
who will not fail to carry out accurately the wise and 
charitable intention of the donors in rezard to the distribu- 
tion of the clothes. 

On behalf of a cruelly treated and patient people, I beg 
to offer you and your fellow members my most gratefv! 
acknowledgments, both for this practical evidence of your 
sympathy and for the encouraging and hopeful words wiich 
accompany it. 

It is impossible to read such words or witness such 
sympathy without feeling deeply moved, and rejoicing that 
one lived to see the day when secular prejudices are 
being fast removed, and a better understanding created be- 
tween two peoples who should have long ere now knowa and 
appreciated one another. 

to such Associations as that of which you are the 
Secretary, out of the darkness of the evil days through 
which Ireland is passing a strong light has issued forth, 
bringing conviction to many minds, hitherto ill-informed, 
and inspiring many hearts, hither‘o indifferent, with 
generous and honourable impu'ses towards their brethren 
and fellow subjects in this country. 

Go on in renewed ate in the direction of peace and con- 
ciliation, and may God bless and prosper you and your fellow 
members in all your ways ! 

I am, dear Madam, very truly yours, 
D. 


Mrs. T. Wreghill-Connon, Hon. Sec. 
Leeds Women’s Liberal Association.” 


P.P. 


Mr. Munro-Fercuson, M.P. for Leith Burghs, and Lady 
Helen Ferguson have been entertained at a social meeting 
by the Leith Liberal Club. Lady Hermoine Blackwood 
was present with her sister. 


Tue new buildings of the National School for Cookery in 
Buckingham Palace Road were opened on the 22nd. e 


lady superintendent is Mrs. Clarke. Boarders will be 
received on the premises, and it is proposed to open a 
restaurant in connection with the School. 


eldest daughter of Lord and Lady Carlisle, and Mr. Gilbert 
Murray, Profcssor of Greek in Glasgow University. 

Mr. Pave .t will vist Wolverhampton next month and 
address a public meeting which the Liberal Association 
intend as a counter-demonstration to the coming visit of 
Lord Hariingvon. Mr. H. H. Fowler, M.P., w:'l take the 
chair at Mr. Parnell’s meeting. 

Mr. P. T. Baryvum arrived at Queenstowa lest week in 
the Cunard steamer Yéruria, in heilth. He is accom- 

ied by Mis. Barnum and his grandson, Mr. Barnum 
Beely. The party will proceed t> Paris and London. 

Mr. GuiapsroneE will be among the contributors to Good 
Words next year, the title of his article being “The 
Impiegnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”. 

Mr. Laweisce Gave, the member for East Leeds, hes 
somewhat improved in health, but is stiJl in a feeble state. 

THe Labour Elector, which is edited by Mr. H. H. 
Champion, announces at the request of Mr. R. B. Cuning- 
hame Graham, M.P., that he has thought it well to sever his 
connection with that journal. 

Ir is announced by the Queen’s proclamation in the 
London Gazette that Parliament is further prorogued to 
Friday, the 20th of December next. 

Mr. Scunapuorst, whose health has slightly improved, is 
about to remove from Buacon to Bath, where it is hoped he 
may be sufficiently restored to permit of his presence at the 
Manchester meeting of the National Liberal Federation. 

Lorp Hartineton, Mr. Chamberlain, and theother le .ders 
of the Liberal-Unionist Association were present at the 
general meeting of the Associition, which took place last 
Tuesday morning in the offices at Great George Street, 
Westminster. 

Mr. Guapstone delivered an address at Southpout last 
Wednesday afternoon in the Cambridge Hel. He was the 
guest of Mr. C. Weld-Blundell. 

A NEw work on Ireland from the National‘st point of 
view has appeared, written by a French lady, Mademoiselle 
de Boret. The preface is by Mcnrieur Cherbvu'itz, the well- 
known novelist. 

Tue Life of Chrisiina, Queen of Sweden, by F. W. Bain, 
has just been published by W. H. Allen and Co. 

Tue Corporation of the City of London have cordially 
given their suppois to the movement for making a preseuta- 
tion to the Lady Mayoress, in recognition of the graceful 
way in which she has presided at the Mans‘on House during 
her husband’s year of office. The presentation is to take 
the form of a handsome and unique bracelet. © 

Last week a new children’s opeiett. called “The Snow 
Queen,” by Miss Maiy Carmichel (the words adapted from 
Hans Andersen’s story) was produced with great success at 
Brighton. 

Miss Bropricx’s lectures on ptology at the British 
Museum have attracted a large audience of ladies. 

A SPECIAL general mee‘ing of the Home Rule Union will 
be held in the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, on 
Wednesday, October 30th. Addresses will be given by the 
Right Hon. James Stansfeld, M.P., Lady Sandhurst, and 
other members of the recent deputation to Ireland. 
Professor Stuart, M.P., will preside. 

Tue Ladies’ Residential Chambers, Chenies-street, Gower- 
street, Bloomsbury, London, are turning out a great 
success. Only two out of the 30 sets of chambers are to 
let. The dining-room arrangements with the extraordi- 
narily low tariff is an immense convenience. 

THE annual chrysanthemum show in the Temple Gardens, 
London, opened on Tuesday, the 15th inst. 

A PUPIL in a quiet boarding-school in Pennsylvania dis- 

layed some time since no small degree of industry in col- 
toting autographs of distinguished literati. James Ruscell 
Lowell was one of the number addressed. The address to 
him was substantially : ‘I would be very much obliged for 
your autograph.” The response contained a lesson that 
many besides the ambitious pupil have not learned :—“ Pray 
do not say hereafter ‘ I would be obliged.’ If you would 
be obliged, be obliged and be done with it. Say ‘ I should 
be obliged,’ and oblige yours truly, Jamzs Russet, Lowe.” 

Mr. Witrrip and Lady Anne Blunt are about to leave 
England on a lengthened tour in Italy and Egypt. 


A CrrizENEss or THE WORLD. 
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ALLOTMENTS IN WARWICKSHIRE. 


A saicuT sunny day, the finches skimming from tree to 
tree in their graceful wavy flight, strips of golden corn with 
ears so large and heavy the slender stalks can scarcely sus- 
tain their weight; luxuriant beans so crowded with great 
clusters of it seemsa marvel they do not push one 
another off ; healthy looking potatoes with their prett 
blossoms standing out in charming relief from the dork 
green leaves. No blight, no thin, bare es; the most 
made of every inch of ground. Tidy little stacks, neatly 
cropped h ere, proofs of Nature's bountiful 
return for the labour expended on her. Such is the picture 
graven on my memory by a first visit to the Stocton allot- 
ments. But a few yearsago all the land around was switch- 
covered waste, where little else save the whir of the plover’s 
wing greeted the ear ; and now what a glorious change is 
here ! cheery voices of men and women hai! one another on 
all sides, as they labour in this Garden of plenty. Yet 
what a bitier fight it cost before the could 
gain access to the ground that was only awaiting its advent 
to burst into luxuriance. How the peasantiy must bless 
their Rector who strove so untiringly in their. behalf. 

Besides their root crops these poor people grow corn enough 
to provide themselves with bread throughout the wunter. 
They are labourers who can spare but a little time after doing 
a hard day’s work for the farmer who employs them, and are 
glad to accept the help of wife and ch"d, but the powerful 
incentive of feeling they are working for their own benefit 
and to keep their dear ones off the Parish acts as a magic 

wer, and has sufficient to reclaim more thanone, who was 

ifting to perdition through the medium of idleness and the 
public-house. 

Many must be the prayer of thankfulness the women 
have sent up to the Almighty in the fulness of their heaavs. 

The allotments are governed by a committee of the men 
themselves, and these working be 23 will not tolerate for long 
in their midst any drone who wilfully neglects his land. 

There is a large barn on the property for joint use, where 

the grain is stored and thrashed. 
I inquired if hand-digging had anyihing to do with the 
extraordinary yield, but was met with the answer that much 
of the land is ploughed, one man renting considerably 
more acres than the others, being the foi .unate possessor of 
a plough which he lets out, receiving payment in produce. 
The real secret of success is the amount of care and labour 
expended, and the fact that not more ground is taken than 
can be thoroughly worked. 

‘When new ground is broken and roads have to be made, 
the men fill up v.:th this work the time that ¢.nnot be use- 
fully expended on their allotments, those through whose 
ground the road is made paying each his share. There is a 
ttle quarry close to, where the men can fetch stone for 
themselves, paying a trifle for the right to bring it across 
the field. 

The allotments cost one povud an a:re, and are mostly 
taken in two-acre plots. 

And ever at hand with good advice istheir beloved Rector. 
He makes expei ‘ments for them in h’s ow. garden respect- 
ing the most cconom cal manures best suited to the soil, and 
new kinds of crops which can be acclimatised, and so open 
up fresh markets for his parishioners. 

He isatrued’‘sciple of Christ, feeding the hungry, clothing 
the poor, striving by every means in his powerto raise their 
moral status, spending the wealth of his great love on his 
id neighbours, seeking to illustrate in pra:tice the holy 

aith he cherishes. 

If there were more who would follow in his footsteps, 
there would be less of sin and misery to preach against in 
this world. Aanrs BriGHT. 

[The above was sent to us many months ago, but we had already 

mised insertion for e1 ari cle on the same subject, and the pu 
ae 7 “a Bright’s paper has for th’s reason been delayed.— 


TOLERANCE IN AMERICA. 

The Senior Class of Harvard College has chosen for 
Orator on Class Day one of its two negro members. He is 
named Clement Garrett Morgan, and his father was a 
Virginia slave set free by Lincoln’s emancipation proclama- 
tion. The Orator is always chosen by the vote of the white 
class, and to be selected is regarded as the highest mark of 
favour a student can receive from his fellows. The present 
class numbers 275, and Mr. Morgan was chosen over all his 
white competitors by a large majority. He has unusual 
gifts of oratory, having won the Oratorical Prize last year. 


LADY SPEAKERS. 
To THe Eprror oF “Tae Women’s Gazerre.” 
init enon renee; perusing the W. @. dated October 
cannot refrain from expressing m: ret that 
Blackpool W.L.A. Committee rudy | ae fatiia 
Margaret, Lady Sandhurst and Mrs. W. P. Byles to 
addrcss their annual meeting on November 20th. Either 
of these ladies is a host in herself, and I feel sure the lady 
speakers of the Federation Ex-cutive Committee are suffi- 
ciently taxed without two being asked to address one 
meeting. 
Feithfully yours, 
M. Pickworts, 


Oct sber 21st, 1889. Hon. Sec. Spalding W. L. A. 


MR. GLADSTONE AND DISESTABLISHMENT. 
Mr. GiapstovE has replied as follows to a Caithne’s clergy- 


man who wished to know what the Pins hon. gentleman 
thought of the proposal to endow a 
Ireland, and whether, having disestablished the Irish Church, 


olic University for 


he was in favour of the principle of disestablishment being 
adopted all round :— 

“On the question of disestablishment, I respectfully refer 
you to my published declarations. I presume that if we 
object to denomirational edu~.tion under an Irish Parlia- 
ment, we should begin by abolishing it in the schools of 
England and Scotland. Are we prepared for this? You 
will find it on record in the debates of 1886 that the Irish 
Parliament was to be strictly inhibited, and this by the 
Irish themselves, from setting up an establishment.— Your 
faithful and obedient, “W. E. Giapstone.” 


THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN. 


Ts Countess of Aberdeen continues to make favourable 
progress, so that any cause for special aux‘ety is now being 
removed, but absolute rest for some months has been 


ordered by the doctors. 


THE RETENTION OF IRISH MEMBERS. 

Mr. Gladstone has sent the following reply to a letter 
from Mr. A. J. Melhuish, who addressed to hin @ series of 
questions respecting the retention of the Irish Members at 
‘Westminster under his Home Rule B''l:—“ Oct. 17, 1889. 
—Dear Sir,—The answer to your question js to be found :— 
(a) In the Bill of 1886, which showed my belief that the 
withdiawal of the Irish Members involved no danger to the 
empire. (5) In the state of th'ngs before 1800, when, 
wekoct Irishmen at Westminster, the empire was, perhaps, 
quite as much united as now. (c) But if the country wishes 
it othe: vise, I think it ought to be otherwise, and Ir‘sh 
members should remain.—Your feithful and obedient 
(Signed), W. E. GuapsTonE.” 


comedy FOR eS. hare rr 
Tue following paragraph appears in the Davy a, 
of October 14th :—“ Ladies’ golf matches are the order of 
the day at Brighton, Eastbourne, and other south-coast 
watering places. They have to a cei.ain extent superseded 
for the time being cricket and tennis.” 

Men of the stamp of Grant Alen who pose as the pro- 
tectors and guard’.ns of the feminine virtues, and women, 
chiefly of the idle and well-to-do classes who suppoit = 

inions, are opposed to women engag.ng In mens pursul 
oem iriennd that they are unsuited to them. Such 
persons have apparently no objection to women exhibiting 
themselves and taF‘ng in mar'y games; the objection 
only seems to hold so far as the more serious and en- 


nobling pursv‘ts of men are concerned. 
ee 


“A rule has been introduced,” says the St. James's Gazette, 
“at all the subventioned theatres of Italy by which performers 
are forbidden, under pain of fine, to receive flowers d a 
representation or to notice in any way the presence of the 
audience. The rvle now introduccd into the Italian 
theatres has long been in force in the theatres in Germany.” 
When may we hope for a similar rule, together w.th the 
kindred one, forbidding encores at concerts, to be enforced 
by English It is to be feared that the English 
public, much more interested generally in the personality of 
the performers than appreciative of the work of art they 
are giving expression to, will prove more rebellious than 
Italians and Germars. 
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Tar result of the Brighton election will not have 
been announced when these pages are printed. But 
we feel no doubt whatever that the pluckiuess of the 
candidate and the earnestness of his friends, both men 
and women, will have caused another heavy blow to 
have been struck at the Irish policy of the Govern- 
ment and at their blunders at home and abroad. Next 
week we shall be reading Tory speeches, letters and 
leading articles explaining why Brighton is less Tory 
to-day than in 1886. Every explanation will be given 
except the one perfectly simple one, namely, that the 
English people now understand Home Rule and no 
longer object to it; that they now understand Balfour’s 
coercion and can no longer endure it to be carried on 
in their name; and that they now understand the 
administrative ability of her Majesty’s Ministers and 
have had enough of it. This is how we explain the 
brilliant results of what Mr. Chamberlain himself 
called a miniature general election, and no amount of 
Tory talk will confuse our minds on the subject. 


In response to requests from several of our readers 
we have arranged to reprint the speech of the Rev. 
William ‘Tuckwell, delivered some weeks ago at 
Leamington, in pamphlet form. We shall be able to 
supply it post free at 5s per 100 or Id per copy. Orders 
should be sent as soon as possible to the Editor, 5, Danes 
Inn. W.C., as only a limited number will be printed. 
The payment in postage stamps or postal notes must 
in all cases accompany the order. 


Tux syllabus of single lectures issued by the Executive 
Committee W.L.F. contains the names of 32 ladies, 
some already well known as speakers on political 
platforms and some experienced teachers in history 


and literature. The choice of subjects is very varied 
comprising English as well as Irish questions and 
social as well as political. If the list falls into the 
hands of any of the Grand Council of the Primrose 
League, we think there will be a little envy in that 
quarter. i 


TE winter programme of the Hull and East Riding 
W.L.A. is very promising. The lectures are given 
fortnightly on Monday or Tuesday, and are on 
political subjects. Some of the evenings are devoted 
to social amusement. Among the names of the lecturers 
we note those of Mrs. Stanton Blatch, Mrs. Bryant, 
D.S8c., Mrs. Costelloe, and Margaret, Lady Sandhurst. 


Tue quarterly statement of the Central National 
Society for Women’s Suffrage was issued on October 
19th. To readers who are puzzled between the numer- 
ous Societies now existing for this purpose we may 
explain that this is the one at 29, Parliament Street, 
S.W., of which Miss Balgarnie is Secretary. The 
present statement treats of the attempt to amend the 
Scotch Local Government Bill so as to admit women 
as County Councillors, which was courageously and 
repeatedly made by the late Mr. Firth. There is also 
an interesting account of the Second Paris Congress 
which began on July 12th under the presidency of 
M. Jules Simon. Among the lectures to be delivered 
no less than ten out of a total of twenty-three are 
under the auspices of W.L.A.’s. 


A most pleasing example of the good feeling exist- 
ing between the English and Irish was exhibited at 
Bradford on Monday last when the National League 
presented Mrs. W. P. Byles with au.address. The 
meeting at which the presentation took place was a 
most interesting one, Mr. T. P. O’Connor, M.P., beirg 
in the chair as President of the National League of 
Great Britain. He spoke with well-merited contempt 
of Mr. Chamberlain’s baseless accusations of bribery, 
and pointed out the significance of the Tory panic at 
Brighton. 


Sir Freperick Marrin at the Sheffield W.L.A. 
meeting on Monday night replied to Mr. Chamberlain’s 
accusations. Sir Frederick is himself a baronet of 
1886 and voted for the Home Rule Bills. He insists 
upon Mr. Chamberlain either proving his charges or 
withdrawing them. We fancy this Birmingham 
gentleman has got himself into a trap at last. 


ANOTHER assailant on Monday night was Mr. Justin 
McCarthy, M.P., at Woolwich, who referred to Mr. 
Chamberlain’s inquiry as to what honest man had 
been sent to prison under the Coercion Act. He said 
that Mr. Chamberlain, at a time when he believed he 
was ‘about to be appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
invited a number of advanced Irish Members to confer 
with him as to the mode in which he should govern 
Ireland. That was at a period when every charge 
made against the Irish Members before the Parnell 
Commission was an event of the past. Ifa man thus 
offered to be guided by those Members, and afterwards 
turned round and said there was not an honest man 
amongst them, what were they to say of the honesty 
of the man himself? It is very plain that Mr. 


Chamberlain has done well to leave the country for s 
few months. We should like to know if he sees the 
newspapers. . 

A PUBLIC meeting convened by Liberal-Unionists 
and presided over by Lord Ebrington has been broken 
up in Cornwall. The Cornish miners will not sit 
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still to listen to what they consider heartless falsehood. 


The influence of Mr. Conybeare, as compared to that 
of Mr. Courtney, is as 1,000 to 1 in the county of 
Cornwall. This speaks woll for the next election. 
And really Mr. Courtney has himself to thank for it. 
He teaches his constituents Liberalism in the abstract 
and expects them to put up with Toryism in practice. 


CONFERENCE AT DARLINGTON. 
Tas has now been fixed for Novemter 19th. 


LOVE. 


The mother opes her casement bright 

And sees the blessed summer light 

Stream far away o’er hill and grove. 

In pastures green the flocks are straying, 

On pleasant lawns her babes are playing, 

And near them coos the turtle-dove. 

Oh! then she sighs “ This is the time for love, 
The very time for happy household love! ” 


Then winter comes all drear and chill, 

The white snow sleeps o’er mead and hill, 

The earth is sad and sad the sky above. 

Yet round the mother’s hearth is joy, 

The rosy girl, the priceless boy. 

What tender hopes her bosom move ! 

And still she sighs “ This is the time for love, 
The very time for happy household love ! ” 


THE PEOPLE’S ANTHEM. 
When wilt Thou save the people ? 
O God of mercy, when ? 
Not kings and lords, but nations ! 

Not thrones and crowns, but men ! 
Flowers of Thy heart, O God, are they ; 
Let them not pass, like weeds, away— 
Their heritage a sunless day. 

God save the people ! 


Shall crime bring crime for ever, 

Strength aiding still the strong ? 
Is it thy will, O Father, 

That man shall toil for wrong ? 
“‘ No,” say Thy Mountains ; “ No,” Thy Skies ; 
Man’s clouded sun shall brightly rise, 
And songs ascend instead of sighs. 

God save the people ! 


When wilt Thou save the people? 

O God of mercy, when ? 
The people, Lord, the people, 

Not thrones and crowns, but men! 
God save the people: Thine they are, 
Thy children, as Thine angels fair ; 
From vice, oppression, and despair, 

God save the people ! 
, EBENEZER ELLiott. 


THE death is announced of Mr. John Rowntree Ellis, 
eldest son of Mr. J. E. Ellis, M.P. for the Rushcliffe 
Division of Nottinghamshire. 

Mr. W. O’Brien (the Freeman says) is in the best spirits. 
He will next Friday enter on his second term of two 
months’ imprisonment for refusing to enter into sureties, 
and he appears to anticipate having to serve the full term. 


Accorpixe to the correspondent of the Exchange Tele- 
graph Company at Bucharest, it is rumoured there that 
Queen Elizabeth of Roumania (“‘ Carmen Sylvia”) has left in 
the strictest incognita to have a private interview with 
Queen Victoria in England. 


PECUNIARY HELP. 
To THe Eprror or “Tae Women’s Gazerres.” 

»—Some months ago our committee passed the 
following resolution : “ That our Association should render 
all the help in its power to better the financial position of 
the Central Liberal Association of our Division, and that 
when our association has a lus of m from concerts, 
social evenings, or P agers meetings, we shall pay the surplus, 
or a portion of the surplus (as may be convenient at the 
time) to the Central Association for registration purposes.” 

Our Association feels that as we naturally must draw 
money. from our members and associates in order to carry 
on our work, we may thereby lessen the income of the 

tral Association, and we therefore feel bound to assist 
them in every way ible. 

We handed a balance from our summer’s trip to Hawarden 
to the Central Association, and a few weeks afterwards the 
Liberal Club followed our good example and paid over the 
balance from their trip to Bolton Abbey. 

Perhaps other Associations may fi suit, and make 
ourselves a power in helping forward the great Liberal 
cause.—I remain, yours fai' ly, 

J. CALLENDER Moss, 
Hon. Corres. Sec. of North Meols W. L. A. 

Southport, October 19th, 1889. 


PRIZE COMPETITION.—NO. 1. 
It is proposed to offer a prize for the following competiton : 

Last week there ap in our columns a clever old 
Election Squib called the “ Tory’s Creed.” 

Many of the sentiments expressed in it may be said to be 
endorsed by the Government of to-day, as shewn by their 
present policy, and we should like to heve a similar Creed, 
written in the same style and metre as the one we here 
reprint, brought up to present date, to be called the 
‘‘ Unionist Creed.” Will any of our readers enter for this 
competition observing the following conditions :— 

All competitors to send in the “ Unionist Creed,” together 
with the “Tory Creed” appended, and one shilling in stamps 
or a postal order. Full name and address must be given. 
Competition open till November 15th. The Prize Version 
will be printed in the Women’s Gazette, and the value of a 
Prize or Prizes will be according to the amount contributed 
by competitors. 

Address : Editor of “‘ Women’s Gazette,” 
5, Dane’s Inn, London, W.C. 


A TORYS CREED. 
I believe that the should be slaves to the rich, 
d zaeye = ish apa bedi as acid be 
lieve that the n in 
I believe ’tis not ‘ocd for poor men to be free. 
I believe that the earth should be ruled by our swords, 
I believe it was made but to profit our lords. 
I believe that the peasant should never be taught, 
I believe that the patriot but seeks to be bought. 
I believe that the system of taxes is 
I believe discontent should be silen , 
I believe that all Governments, Lords, and M.P.’s 
May demand from the country whatever they please. 
That a Bishop who sits as a toniporet peer 
Should have nothing to do for £12,000 a year. 
I believe that monopolies should be increased, 
That the corn laws are good for the landlord and priest. 
I believe that Reform so much wished for of late, 


Women’s Trades’ Unions Provident League, Founded 15 
years ago by the late Mrs. Paterson, has for its object the 
organization of Unions among working-women in their 
several trades, for the protection of their interests and 
for their maintenance in times of sickness and out-of-work. 

There are already about 7,450 members in these Unions 
which when once started are gorda pets 

The expenses of organizing the Unions are, however, con- 
siderable, and the e greatly desires aid in extending 
them throughout the Kingdom. 

FLoRENCE Rout.epGE, Hon. Sec. 
Emttra A. Horyoaxg, Assist. Sec. 
May E. Asranam, Hon. Treas, - 
Offices of the League :— 
Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings ; 
Broad Street, Bloomsbury, Taek 
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WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
Orrice: 23, QuzEN Anne’s Gate, S.W. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. — This Association began 

its winter’s work on Wednesday, October 16th, when a 

upon “ Women and Municipal Elections” was 
by the Hon. Sec. (Miss Bertha Mason) to the Executive 
and Ward Committec:. 

Miss Mason having given a brief sketzh of Loc il Govern- 
ment and the powers and dutics attached to it, proceeded to 
point out that women ratepayers had it in their power to 
secure good loce! admir‘straiion by a conscientious use 
of their votes, and that all women might render most 
efficient service by systematice'ly visiting during the year 
the women ratepayers and quietly educating them ; 
getting them to take an intercst in locel and Imperiol 
politics, distributing literature, holding meetings, and doing 
all in their power to secure the retu1o of good and upright 
men. 

The paper having been read, a discussion followed, in 
which wre J. B. Reyner, Mis Turner, and Mrs. Park took 

pais. Miss Mason having replied, the meeting was brought 
to a close with the usual votes of thanks. 

On Thursday evening the first of a course of lectures was 
given in the Baptist School by William Pollard, Esq., 
Agent of the Peace Society, upon “ Peace, War, and True 
Heroism.” Mrs. J. B. Reyner presided, and, i introducing 
the lecturer, pointed out that the object of the lecture was 
to draw attention, amongst other thirs, to the possibility 
of arbitration taking the place of war. 

Mr. Pollard then proceeded with his lecture, in the course 
of which he asked why nations cov'd not have a great 
assembly of representatives of the different states of Europe, 
who wovld have committed to them the diccussion of d's- 

utes and their settlement according to law, This would 
te a reasonable way. To settle a dispute was to find out 
who was right and who was wrong, and to give a decision in 
favour of the right. Wer gave the decision in favour of the 
strongest, who were very often in the wrong. 

The lecture was illustrated by means of lime-lizght views 
of populous cities, and peaceful, rure! <cenes, which have 
been ravaged by war. Contrasted with these were views 
*lustrating the ti:umphs of peic2. Songs relative to peace 
were from time to time thrown on the sci<en, and sung by 
the audience. 

The customary votes of thanks brought the meeting to a 
close. 

The nexs lecture of the course will be given by Mis. 
Bateson, of Cambridge, upon “The Excension of the 
Parliamentary Franchise to duly qvalified women.” 

BINGLEY.--On the 16th the Scssion was opened wich 
a large and earnest gathering of men and women who as- 
sembled in the Mechanics’ Institute to hcar a lecture by 
Mrs W. P. Byles on “ Ireland under Balfour,” illustrated 
by lime-ight views. Mr Gaskell presided, and was sup- 
poived by Mrs. Ferrand, the President of the Association, 
eid Miss McKechnie. 

BRADFORD.—A tea followed by a public meeting was 
organised by the local members of this A:sociation in the 
Baptist Schoolroom, Allerton, on Tuesday evening. At 
least 250 persons sat down to tea, and the meeting in the 
large room was crowded to the doors and window sills. The 
meeting was conducted under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Herbert Robertshaw, and addresses were delivered by Mrs. 
Alfred Illingworth, Mrs. W. P. Byles, Mr. Walter Sugden, 
the Rev. W. Wynn, Mr. Charles Cockroft, and Mr. B. 
Hudson. Mr. Nutter and the ladies of the local committee 
were also on the platform. The speeches were interspersed 
by an attractive programme of songs and recitations, kindly 
volunteered by Miss Wheater, Miss E. Cockroft, Mr. Eli 
IVingwoith, and Mr. Fiancis Simpson. The audience was 
remarkable for its enthusiasm and earnestness, as well as 
for its size. 

CAMBRIDGE.—In the month of May last, a working 

was formed to make clothing for the evicted tenants 
in Ireland. The first bale was sent off to Father Boyle, of 
Falcarragh, early in the summer, and a second has just been 
despatched. A third large parcel has been forwarded to 
Canon Keller for distribution among the Ponsonby tenants. 
Letters of grateful acknowledgement have been received. 

The first “Friendly” of the season was held at the 
Devonshire Assembly Rooms, Cambridge, on Thursday, 
October 10th. The hall was gaily decorated with flowers, 
flags, and Chinese lanterns, and a large number of members 


and their friendsassembled to hear Mrs. Bateson (thePresident 
deliver an address on the subject of “Taxation.” The chair 
was taken by Miss Stuart (one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
Association). Mrs. Bateson, who was received with hearty 
applause, occupied about an hour in dealing with “ Taxation ” 

istorically, bringing it up step by step to modern times. 
She alluded to Mr. Henry George's scheme of a land tax, 
and pronounced it incomplete, inasmuch as according to that 
plan the capitalist would selfishly enjoy immunity from 
taxation. The eo advocated an income tax on those 
who did not work but whose money was gained by invest- 
ments and 1ents. She concluded by earnestly commending 
the subject to the study of the women, me especially the 
young women prcsent. Throughout the address, which was 
a long and thoroughly educrtional one, Mrs. Bateson was 
listened to with the most profound interest. 

A short interval for conversation and refreshments 
followed, and the rest of the evening was spent in music 
and singing. 

CRO N.—The monthly meeting of the West Ward 
Branch of the Croydon Women’s Liberal Association 
was held, on the evening of the 16th, at the Broad 
Green Liberal and Radical Club, by kind permission of 
the Committee. Notwithstanding the boisterous night 
about 30 enthusiastic members braved the elements 
to hear Miss Grover read an able paper on “Eight 
Hours a Day.” In the discussion which followed 
several work‘ng women took pais, and some complained 
of competition and the lowering of wages which it 
involved. Miss Aubrey pointed out that Parliament 
could not right every wrong, and that the best remedy in 
this case was combination. She advised those present to 
join a Labour Federation if one were formed, as she heard 
there was a talk of doing. The public conscience should 
also be aroused to a sense of the misery which the demand 
for cheapness often entailed. Mrs. Way presided, and votes 
of thanks were accorded to her and Miss Grover by Mrs. 
Hollins, Mrs. Chandler, and Mrs. Horwood. 

DEPTFORD.—On the 17th inst., in the Baptist Chapel, 
Brockley Road, the first annual meeting was held. Froms*xto 
seven o’clc2k teaand coffee were served and instrumental music 
executed by members and their friends. A little after seven 
the chair was taken by the Pr-sident (Miss Orme), supported 
by Mrs. Barrat, Mrs. Wat ~, and other ladies, and the serious 
proceedings of the evening began in presence of a good 
audience of men and women, among whom were many 
jnfluential members of the local Liberal paivy. The report 
read by Miss Ruth Topley, one of the honorary secretaries, 
recorded a very active year’s work. Canvassing at Municipsl 
elections, educational lectures, public meetings, aud bales 
of clothes for the Irish poor, were all mentioned. Miss 
Whale, the treasurer, read the financiel statement, shewing 8 
small balance in hand. The officers of the Association were 
then elected for the ensving year, includ?ug Miss Orme as 
president ; Mrs. Orm‘ston Chant, Mrs. Phillips (the wife of 
the L.C.C.), and several other ladies as vice-presidents ; Miss 
Peppercorn, P.L.G., and Miss Topley as hon. secs.; Miss 
Whale as treasurer; and a good working committee. The 
rules of the Association were slightly altered in accordance 
with the experiences derived during the year’s work. Mrs. 
W. P. Byles, of Bradford, then delivered a sho1t speech, in 
which, after describing the method of Liberal work in several 
northern towns and v"!lages, she spoke of Ireland. The 
audience was deeply affected by what she told them. Mr. 
Rhodes, L.C.C., of West Southwark, spoke on leasehold 
enfranchisement in the place of Mr. James Rowlands, M.P., 
who was unavoidably prevented from attending the meeting. 
Mr. Phillips, the L.C.C.:of the district, said it was the first 
time he had met his constituents since his election, and spoke 
on several matters which have been subjects of discussion in 
the County Council. Some very spirited verses, entitled 
“ England’s Greeting to Erin,” were read from the chair and 
were understood to be by the talented daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Phillips. Miss Wesson and Miss Kate Limbeii, both 
Medallists of the R.A.M., enhanced the p ings with 
vocal music. The evening closed by a vote of thanks to the 
kind friends who had lent the chapel, and to Mrs. Byles, Mr. 


Rhodes, and the ladies who had sung, pro by Mr. 
Wagstaff, and seconded in an eloquent s by Mr. Kemp, 
the Chairman of the Deptford Liberal and ical Associa- 
tion, and a vote of t to the chair proposed by Miss 
Peppercorn who shadowed forth capital p: e of future 


work, and seconded by Mrs. Jones. The mention of the 
Women's Gazette was received with much applause and 


members were urged to read it regularly. 
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DONCASTER AND DISTRICT. — The monthly 
meeting was held at the Co-operative Hall on Tuesday 
eveniug, October 8th. Mr. Edgar presided, and gave a most 
interesting address on the necessity of all the members 
tak‘ng part at these meetings either by reading, reciting, or 
giving an address. The Secretary (Mrs. Nettleton) gave an 
account of the work done by the Committee during the 
month, and announced that a public meeting would be held 
on October 24th, and another at Thorne, on the 25rd, and 
a third at Mexbro, on the 25th. She also stated that the 
work of the Association has of late greatly increased, not 
only ia Doneister, but in other parts of the division. 
Interesting papers were read by Mrs. Gerrard, Mrs. Gay, 
Mrs. Eicher, and Mrs. Nicholson. 

HULL AND EAST RIDING.—0On Tuesday, the 8th 
inst., in the Gladstone Hall, the above Association com- 
menced their course of lectures for the coming season, 
which was preceded by a tea for the members, at the 
conclusion of which Miss Lee, of West Kensington, 
delivered a lecture entitled “Mary Wollstonecroft: A 
Woman’s Work in the Cause of Liberty.” On her private 
Ife, Miss Lee touched but lightly; she endeavoured to 
bring out and illustrate from the written works how extra- 
ordinarily Mary Wollstonecroft was in advance of her age: 
her ideas on an aristocracy, property, the condition of the 
poor in great cities, the holding of land, national education, 
political and social revolutions, the status of women, are the 
same as those only now beginning to hold sway among 
cultivated persons. Miss Lee further pointed out that the 
argument of Mary Wollstonecroft for giving a better educa- 
tion to women, and improving their social and legal 
positicn, put forth in 1792, are identical with those put 
forward by John Stuart Mill in his Subjection of Women in 
1869. Mary Wollstonecroft, too, was the first to publish a 
reply to Burke’s Reflections on the French Revolution. Many 
sentences were quoted from her books that are almost 
aphorisms, and might be well applied to the pressing 
questions of to-day. As a remarkable instance of this, 
writing of Norway in 1796, she says:—‘“ And though the 
Norwegians are not in the abject state of the Irish, yet this 
second-hand government is still felt by their being deprived 
of several natural advantages to benefit the domineering 
state.” The case of Ireland has seldom been better stated. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer having been 
proposed by Mrs. Thorp, seconded by Miss Bremner, and 
supported by Messrs. Billamy and Crake, brought the 
meeting to a close. 

Next meeting is fixed for Tuesday, 22nd inst., when Miss 
Brodie will lecture upon “The French Revolution.” 

KETTERING.—The first annual meeting was held on 
October 17th, when about 150 members and friends pai took 
of tea at the Liberal Club. The tables were most tastefully 
arranged and very effective decorations of the hall had been 
carried out by the ladies. Mrs. W. Smith occupied the 
chair at the business meeting, when the earnest and energetic 
Secretary (Mrs. John Wallis) presented a most encouraging 
report. The office-bearers were then elected, including Mrs. 
Channing, President, and Mrs. John Wallis, Secretary. The 
room was crowded at the evering meeting with Liberal 
women, when Mr. Wicksteed presided and delivered a most 
appropriate address. Mrs. Cox moved, and Miss Peck 
seconded, a resolution, expressing pleasure at the result of 
the recent bye-elections, denouncing coercion in Ireland, and 
pledging the continued support of the Association to Home 
Rule principles. This was supported, in a deeply interesting 
address, by Mrs. Holden Byles, of Hanley, who strongly 
urged upon the audience the importance and necessity of 
women taking an active part in the furtherance of social 


and political reforms, Subsequently the Secretary, in a 


vigorous speech, submitted a scheme for the advancement of 
the principles of the Association during the coming winter, 
and her pro were seconded by Mrs. Toseland and 
endorsed by the gathering. At intervals during the evening 
vocal and instrumental selections were effectively rendered 
by several friends, and on the motion of Mrs. Fredk. Wallis, 
seconded by Miss Stockburn, the usual votes of thanks were 
heartily accorded. The proceedings closed with the singing 
of ‘God bless our native land.” 

LIVERPOOL.—The first autumn meeting of this 
Association was held on October 15th. There was an 
excellent attendance, presided over by Miss Wells, President 
of the Association. 

A report was laid before the meeting by Miss Biggs, hon. 
sec. It dealt with various political occurrences since the 


last meeting of the Association on ‘ 

alluded to the forthcoming municipal soalons dalie a 
representatives of the Committee were canvassing the 
women voiers of the Wards, there being about 500 in each 
Ward. They had been asked to aid the Liberal committees 
in the Wards, and they gladly didso. This was the first 
time the Association had been officially recognised and called 
upon to take their share of the work in their owa division, 

Mrs. Wintrinzham, of Great Grimsby, and Mrs. 
Heywocd, of Brighton, then gave earnest addresses on 
tempe1ance. 

rs. Bright Luc ‘s, President of the British Women’s 
Temperance Association, also spoke, confining her remarks 
to the grocers’ licences, which she said did an ‘ncalculable 
amount of harm. Mr. Gladstone had made a mistake in 
passing the Act legali-’ng such licenses, and she trusted he 
would be spared to remedy it. 

In proposing a vote of thanks to Mrs. Wintringham, Mrs. 
Birch called upon the meeting to suppois Mr. Lea, the 
Liberal candidate for Abercromby ‘Ward, as he was a 
teetotaller as well asa good Liberal. 

Miss Biggs, the hon. secretary, seconded the vote of 
thanks, which was supported by Mrs. Ph*lips. 

Tne vote of thanks to the chairman being carried, the 
meeting closed. 

NORTH MEOLS.—The monthly meeting of this Asso- 
ciation was held at the Liberal Association Rooms, Chapel 
Street, on the 14th, when the chair was taken by: Mr. J. E. 
Blakeney, editor of the Southp.rt Guardian. There was a 
large attendance. Miss Evans (Hon. Sec.) read autograph . 
letters from Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Gladstone in acknowledgi 
the receipt of the presentation by the Liberal ladies of 
England of a portrait, painted by Sir John Millais, of Mr. 
Gladstone and their little grandson. Mr. Gladstone said : 
“‘T vainly wish it were in my power to express my thanks 
to the donors of the picture in a manner adequate, I will 
not say to the gift, but to the feelings which we, my wife 
and myself, regard it.” Mrs. Gladstone said: “We cannot 
express all our feelings, but the kind donors, those who have 
joincd in this beautiful gift, will care to know that it has 
brought joy and gladness into our dear old home.” 

Mrs. Mo:s proposed “That in order to secure the proper 
representation cf all sections of the commur‘ty, it *s 
neces“t1y that the Parliamentary franchise be given to 
women as well as men, and that registration should be so 
reformed as effectively to secure a vote to every qualified 
man and woman,” This was seconded by Mrs. Bentham, and 
carried. On the motion of Mrs. James Kay, seconded by Mrs. 
H. Kay, a resolution was passed in favour of “the reform 
of the poor-law and its administration, so as to provide 
more satisfactorily than at present for the children and 
aged.” On the motion of Mrs. Smith, seconded by Mrs. 
Griffiths, it was resolved “That a thorongh reform of 
taxation is urgently needed.” 

These resolutions will be forwarded to Mr. F. Schnad- 
horst, the Secretary to the National Liberal Federation. 

Mrs. Moss then read a long and interesting paper on the 
reasons for the land agitation in Ireland, giving a complete 
history of the causes of disturbance ju Ireland from the 
time of the settlement. 

Mr. Little and Mrs. Spragg proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Moss for her interesting paper. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the Chairman, on the 
motion of Miss Houghton, seconded by Mrs. Sellars, and 
supported by Mrs Moss, and after an invitation had been 
thrown out by Mr. Councillor Griffiths to the members 
of the Association to join in the Municipal election work, 
the meeting terminated. ; 

NORWICH.—A _ gv¢eat meeting of this Association 
was held on October 18th, at the Victoria Hall, under 
the presidency of Miss Colman, the President. The 
gathering was a somewhat remarkable one, the Hall 
being crowded with an interested company of ladies— 
with a sprinkling of active Liberals—whilst the spirit of 
the meeting was enthusiastic, and formed a most favour- 
able augury for the future usefulness and strength of this 
Association. A lofiy tone characterised the proceedings 
from its opening with the National Anthem to its close. 
Amongst those present were Mrs J. J. Colman, Mrs 8. 
Cozens-Hardy, Mrs Schwann, and others. _ 

During the p ings the audience joined heartily in 
singing the People’s Anthem, “ Our Native Land,” and 
“The Song of Freedom,” to the accompaniment of the 
Onward Band, which wes stationed ‘ the ge'lery. 
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Miss Colman, who took the chair as President of the 
Association, first of all read a telegram from the Lowestoft 
Women’s Association, sending their best wishes for a suc- 
cessful meeting. This, Miss Colman went on to say, was 
the ing meeting of the autumn session of the Associa- 
tion ; and they might fairly conza\vlaie themselvcs on the 
ro success which had attended tse Associ’ tion hitherto. 

t had only bean started abou six months, end they alread 
numbered considerably over 1,000 members. Yet, after 
the chief criterion of success was not how m-ny members 
they could boast of, but how much quiet effective work an 
Association of this Find could «-rry out. Personally, she 
thougit quite as much good work might be done at the 

Ward meetings and by the distribution of trustwoi shy 
Liberal literature. In these days, too, it was well to 
remember that it was not always those who made hes 
who were of the most usein the world. It was caid that the 
great Sir Irsac New on during the t’ne he was in Parlia- 
ment only addressed the House once, and then it was to 
make the very ‘mporiaht request, “‘ W:"l some one open that 
window?” Some.'mes they grew ambitious, and, in looking 
fo. ward, they dreamed of hastening the days which might 
come when possibly they might even reach the intellectual 
level attained by one of the lo~'1 Habitations of the 
Primrose e—not “he No wich branch—which Habita- 
tion recently held a po!*tic 1 gather’ng for the instruction of 
its members, when (so the N. .:olk Chronicle said last week) 
the chief item of the programme was a s¢éreaming farce, 
alternating with such elevated comic songs as “He put a 
ultice on his chest.” Then aga‘n, they might despond, and 
feel that those daring altitud-~ were not for them 
—that they had to attempt something much humbler. 
Now that the municipal elections were coming round all 
men and women alike who possessed a vote ought to look 
upon it as a sort of trust, and in spite of a” inconvenience 
to vote straight for those candidates whom they considered 
the best. They, as Literals, asked to be allowed 
to take some small share in the sweep'ng away of those 
abuses which still remained. They ised, of course, 
that progress must often be slow and interrupted. More- 
over, it was generally well to concentrate energy on one 
thing at a time. Asaivc'e marksmen who a‘mned at the 
whole target at once ended in miss'ng.the bull’s-eye. Stil, 
however slow, progress of some I‘nd there ought to be, 
because it was a to contend that what has been must 
be. As Burke caid somewhere, “ '1oere comes a time when 
men wall not suffer bad things t-~.use their ancestors 
suffered worse.” A friend of hers had ;id, “ When you 
walk on a flat level tract of land, if you fix your eye on 
a star above you w:ll find yovrself instinctively 
walking towards it.” And so it was with these reforms 
which they all hoped to see accomplished. They could not 
be done in a year, or even a score of years. But the more 
they concentrated their gaze at them the more they became 
familiarised with them, the more they helped on the final 
day when they shou!d come to re<s. P-ople sometimes said 
that they dared not hope for ketter things, but if they 
believed in the justics of their cxuse it surely was audacious 
to dare to despair. And so it was for them to take heari, 
to be ever on the aler; and ever wr kefvl in this struggle of 
right against might. So far as the’ claims were righteous 
ones they were fighting not ‘1 their own strength alone. A 
poet had said :— 
as fret his Angels charge o’er those that sleep, 
But He Himself watches with tho:e that wake. 

Professor Stuart, M.P., then gave an eloquent address, 
chiefly on social reform. In conclusion he e2°d “I have now 
done; I have made no end-avour to cover any wide ground. 
I have taken one ¢.eat soc'al qu-stion—one qu ~tion which 
drives a shaft right down through s2ciety, and I have tried 
to deal with it in the spirit of the remarks of a general 
character which I made at the Leginr‘ng of my address. 
And this is what they « 1] sett"1g cless against class; this 
is what they warn the poor p ople against ; this is what 
they c=!l spoliation. Why do they wern the poor s0, 
and threaten vs with such dangers ahead when 
we try to improve their concition? It seems as if there 
was nothing to be feared when the money and the protec- 
tion of the Stata is poured !’ke precious o’ntment over the 
heads of the rich in the innumerable endowments and 
amer‘ties of life of which they are the recipients. It is 
only when the poor are to get anything that the dangers 
of helping people out of the mire become s0 Rome 
felt. One would think that we were to be doomed to regard 


the Scripture “ to every one that hath shall be given,” not 
as the expression of a sad and too frequent fact, but as a 
command clothed in all the majesty of Divine sanction. 
But we, so far as in us lies, are determined tuat the time 
shaJl now come when the other part of the text shall cease 
to describe what happens, “ from him that hath not shall 
be taken away even that which he hath.” We are deter- 
mined so far as in us lies that those who reap the golden 
grain sha!l not be hungi, that those who weave the warm 

ent shall not go cold; and that the security of our 
beloved country shall ve firmly based on the mv'titudinous 
prosperity of all her p-ople.” 

Mrs. Schwann raid she had some little acquaintance with 
the working of a srvll Associr ion in the north of Man- 
chester, and she felt someth’ag like envy at the sudden 
succ2ss of the No w.ch o ‘er* rion. It .cemed to her that 
Women’s Liberal A.-ocir ‘ons wented no excuse, for surely 
women were helf of be community, and she sup they 
were civizens too. Bad’ ws affected them suiely as much 
as men, for they felt moze keenly for their dear ones even 
than for themselves. Jn the cc 13e of some ‘urther re- 
marks, Mrs. Schw.nn spoke of the deplorable condition of 
some of the Manchester sbirt-makers, who suffered from the 
ev''s of the swcuting sysiem. Effo1t: were being made to 
form a shirtmekers’ union. She knew of g'tls who worked 
ten or twelve hours a day for three or four sh*ings a week. 
Of course it wes f- .red that if they worried the trade very 
much it might leave our shores el’ogether ; but, though it 
might sound Ji’xe bad politix .1 economy, she would rather 
see this re -vlt come ‘o passi..an that the present state of 
things shov!d continue. 

The Rev. J. H. Shek-~peare addressed the meeting upon 
women’s work in politics. 

Mr. Colman, M.P., in the course of a few remarks, said 
that whatever sho1:comings tere had been in the past the 
Norwich Women’s I*taral Arsoci.:tion was now fairly afloat, 
w.th some amouut of encouragement he hc ved, from the 
men who had yor so long teken an active part in politics. 
Some of ‘hem had been ept to think thet all was lost when 
matters ».41 not gone ~ectlv as whey w'shed. He hoped 
that in th*s re pecs uhe I ‘be 2l women would set the I *beral 
men a beit»r ex. nple. Tue eddr-ses delivered by the 
Liberal women ai their different Associations in Norwich 
had showa thet those who uttered them had very deep and 
sincere convictions of the t-uths they were expressing. 
There:ore tney would go on and not be dis.ouraged by any 
appearance of fs“ure, nor e undvly elate1 by any great 
appearance of succe.s, Lut would work svead*ly on \ehalf of 
the great principles in which they be‘eved, and so encourage 
the men who bad to take a more active part in politics, and 
thus strenzthen the Liberalism of the fuiure. He had 
heard those who had been canvassing at Municipal or School 
Board elections say that when a woman promised her vote 
that could be depended on, which cov'd not always be ssid 
for a promise made by a man. 

Mrs. Mottram moved, and Miss Page seconded, in short 
eloquent speeches, a vote of thanks to Professor Stuart, 
Mrs. Schwann, Miss Colman, and the other sp2akers. This 
vote was heartily accorded, and briefly acknowledged by 
Professor Stuart. 

It was announced by Mrs. Mottram, the Secretary, that 
the next meeting will be held on 26th November, in Queen’s 
Road Chapel Schoolroom, when addresses will be delivered 
by Miss E. Page and the Rev. H. H. Snell on the subject 
of “Wages.” Other questions would subsequently be con- 
sidered, such as “ Sanitation,” “Temperance,” and “ Amuse- 
ments. ’ 

NO1LINGHAM.—The Rev. J. Hirst Hollowell, Chair- 
man of the Nottingham School Board, addressed a meeting of 
this Assoc‘ation, of which Mrs. Cowen is president, the other 
evering, at the Association rooms in Wheeler-gate, on the 
subject of “‘ The education of our boys and girls: how the 
women of England ean aid it.” | Education, Mr. Hollowell 
said, was of the utmost importance to women. All women 
should have an interest in L‘beralism, which meant a better 
provision by the State for the wants of the children who 
were entrusted to the guardianship of women, Good schools 
were a necessary supplement to good home training ; but es 
every woman would oe the home of her children to be 
bright, well-managed, and happy, so she would de- 
sire the schools in which her children spent 50 


much of their time to present the same conditions. 
After some interesting statistics,he said the position of 
teacher in our Board schools wes one of increasing impori- 
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more and more be found. 
These schools were worthy of the most carafully reared and 
refined of English young ladies. While he could speak 
enthusiastically of the tone and work of the male teachers, 
he would point out how precious and vast was the influence 


of so many female teachers of high character and education . 


acting upon thousands of scholars. The lecturer dwelt on 
the duties of mothers to their children in sending their 
children to school. If he were asked what the women of 
England could do to aid the education of their boys and 
girls, he should reply, first, that all who had votes should 
give them for those candidates who would spend the public 
money wisely, but at the same time in no stingy spirit, in 
promoting the education of the children ; second, that those 
who might not have votes should unite with those that have 
in influencing public opinion on this question, The thing 
to be dated in a great community like this was the 

revalence of a low, sordid, and parsimonious view of 
this subject—the idea that the meanest, and cheapest, and 
scantiest education of the children was the thing to be 
aimed at. Woe to us if, to save our pockets, we left the 
minds and souls of our children neglected and emaciated ! 
A terrible retribution would be exacted from any community 
which, while it spent money lavishly upon dress and the 
indulgences of eating and drinking, should adopt a cheese- 
paring economy in the cv'ture of the rising generation. If 
in this, as in other ways, we sow to the flesh, society would 
reap a harvest of corrupiion. Thirdly, women could aid this 
good work by serving, when called upon to do so, as 
members of School Boards, or as local managers of Board 
Schools. On the Nottingham School Board we had a lady, 
Mrs. Cowen, who in the quietest and most unobstrusive way 
had been for years past a potent influence for good in 
extending and advancing education; and on the various 
bodies of local managers not a few devoted ladies spent a 
good deal of time in visiting the schools, in order to asceriain 
the wants of the teachers, the state of the premises, and the 
condition of the children. These visits, made for no sectarian 
object, but simply out of love for the chi'dren, the mass of 
whom were poor, were of the highest ut*lity in strencthening 
the work of the Board. Fourthly, another way in which 
the women of England could aid in the education of our boys 
and girls was that they should peti.ion Parliament and 
urge their local Members of Parliament to extend 
the system of Board Schools all over England. 
Had not the time come when eve1y county and every parish 
in England and Wales should be put upon something like 
an equality of school provision ? He contended that in every 
district of a suitable size there should either be a clear choice 
of schools, so that those who preferred a denominational 
school should be able to send their children to it, and those 
preferring a school under public management should find 
one ready to receive their children ; or if it was impossible 
to have two kinds of schools within a radius of, say, one or 
two miles, then the one school within that radius should, 
for the purposes of secular and of simple Bible instruction 
be under the management of a School Board, no denomina- 
tional teaching to be given within the official hours, but by 
the agency and at the cost of the denomin ition that owned 
the building. 

Rosin Hoop Warp.—A meeting was held on October 
17th to hear an address on the education question 
by Mr. OC. L. Rothera, the vice-chairman of the 
Nottingham School Board. Mrs. J. A. H. Green was 
in the chair. Mr. Rothera prefaced his addresses by saying 
he was glad to find that ladies were now associating them- 
selves with social questions. He maintained that the 
sooner fees were abolished the better. They had been 
abolished in foreign countries, and he never heard that the 
parents there took less interest in their children than the 
people did in England. Further, he contended, all educa- 
tion in public elementary schools should be exclusively 
secular ; but by that he did not mean there should not be 
ample scope for precise and definite moral teaching. In 
conclusion, he alluded to the high average of excellence 
maintained in the Nottingham Board schools. 

Manver’s Warp.—On October 11th, at the Congregational 
Schoolroom, 180 members and friends had tea. Afterwards 
a meeting was held, at which many more were present. 


Mrs. Cowen presided, and was su several A 
known loo Uiteesia,” eee vee en 
r. Sidney H. Cropper said: I esteem it a great privilege 
to be invited to ad icees this meeting of the Manvers 
Ward Women’s Liberal Association. One hears 
and reads so many arguments for and against women 
becoming politicians that one is sometimes almost 
perplexed to know what to believe. But in the meantime 
the work goes on, and Women’s Associations are springing 
into existence in every direction. However, I am free to 
confess that I am one of those who believe that women will 
greatly benefit politics, and politics will greatly benefit 
women. I suppose it will be generally conceded that there 
are many questions in which women are essentially inter- 
ested and much work for which they are eminently adapted. 
Take, for instance, the women who have to see week by 
week that every pound of their housekeeping money obtains 
its twenty shillings worth of food. Who, I should like to 
ask, have a greater right to know how much of that twenty 
shillings goes in taxation and what those taxes are used for ? 
Who should be more interested in matters of education than 
the women who have pre the minds of their children 
from infancy, and taught them all they know up to the 
moment of entering school? Or, again, think you that had 
women been enfranchised they would have stood by and 
seen their sisters in Ireland turned into the lanes to starve 
because their husbands and fathers were unable to pay 
unjust rents, or thrust into prison on some fii 
pretext by Mr. Balfour's precious magistrates? 
If they would, then I am strangely mistaken in my 
estimate of women’s characteristics. Again, there have 
been men-made laws which were so terribly unjust to women 
that one would imagine that they had been dictated 
fiends rather than by men enjoying the advantage of 1 
century civilization. Happily some of them have been 
removed, but others siill remain, and it is only by 
women making themselves familiar with the nature and 
details of their wrongs and their duties, and by com- 
bining and co-operating with men that they will ever 
get them removed. Time does not permit me to 
enlarge upon the subject, but one cannot doubt that 
there is a great mass of work—and what is perhaps 
some distinction—a mass of great work for women to 
do. Artificial barriers have hitherto been set up between 
the sexes which custom and habit have strengthened and 
broadened, but they are being wrenched away, and when 
women have resolutely and earnestly harnessed themselves 
to the work, regarding it as a religion, they will, if they 
choose to exert their gentle and refining influence, not only 
do a good work for themselves but, in doing it, infuse a 
spirit abroad which will permeate the whole political com- 
munity, and eliminate from political life its most evil 
features and soften some of its asperities. And in time to 
come men will marvel that they ever imagined that a great 
gulf separated men and women, when after all it was only a 
very little stream and they will be glad that they put a plank 
across that stream,and gave their hands to help their sisters 
on to the right side. Dr. Mutch also addressed the meeting, 
which cl with a vote of thanks to Mrs. Cowen, proposed 
by Miss Coleman. Vocal and instrumental music varied the 


ees 
STALYBRIDGE AND DUKINFIELD.—The mem- 
bers of the Dukinfield branch of the above Association held 
a tea party and social gathering in the Co-operative Hall on 
Wednesday evening, the 16th. The gathering was a con- 
spicuous success, and the arrangements were solely in the 
hands of the ladies. The recent Liberal victories in England 
and Scotland added zest to the proceedings. At the back 
of the platform long slips were placed against the wall, 
bearing the following words in large red letters—“ Gladstone,” 
“ Elgin and Nairn,” “ Peterborough,” and “ North Bucks.” 
The Chairman (Mr. W. Summers, sa said he could 
not refrain from taking that opportunity of congratulating 
the Liberal women of Dukinfield a and of Stalybridge on the 
formation of the Women’s Liberal Association. If they 
took a broad view of the recent history of politics, there was 
nothing more striking than the increased attention paid by 
the women of Great Britain and Ireland to political 
questions. They might disapprove and denounce the 
practices of the Primrose League, but they could not shut 
their eyes to the fact that whether in point of numbers or 
influence the Primrose League had been a great success. 
Well, why -should the Tory or Conservative women of 


the United Kingdom have all the good things to them- 
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selves ? Why should not the Libers] women organise them- 
selves, and also do what in them lay to win victory for the 
Liberal cause? If they marvelled at the success 
that had attended the efforis of the Primrose League, 
the results that had accrued from the organiration of Liberal 
women throughout the length and breadth of the land had 
been already extremely great, and would, he believed, 
be infinitely greater in the future than in the 
Why should not women take a_ greater 
interest in political affairs? They must have precisely 
the same interest as men in the good government 
and in the bad government of a country. They had, and so 
they a to have, opinions upon political questions, because 
— suffered just as much as men from bad government, 
and they prospered just in the same way as men prospered 
as the result of the good government of the country. Many 
Liberals in times past had held up as a great ideal 
for their country, and thought they would have at- 
tained a condition of political salvation when they had 
brought about the result when the public affairs of England 
would have become the private affairs of every Englishman. 
That was a noble and a great ideal, but he thought it would 
be a stil more happy consummation if they could arrive at 
the time when the private affairs of England should have 
become the public affairs of every Englishman and every 
Englishwoman as well. Mr. Summers then dwelt with the 
Irish Question at considerable length, and interesting ad- 
dresses were delivered by Mrs. Lindley (President of the 
W.L.A.), Mis. Moss, Mr. J. W. Probyn, and others. 

WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON W. L. A— 
Mrs. Fell, the President of the above Association,held an At 
Home at her residence, Hollyhurst, on Thursday, October 
17th, to which every member of the Association was invited. 
About 300 assembled. A few political addresses were given 
and the rest of the evening devoted to conversation and 
music. The beneficial effect of gatherings of this social 
character cannot be over estimated. The mutual instruction 
to be gained by all meeting and ‘nterchanging ideas is 
invaluable. 

The members of the Association learning that the 17th 
was the President’s birthday took the opportunity of pre- 
senting her with a very handsome silver five o'clock tea 
service in acknowledgment of the generous hospitality which 
she and Mr. Fell have so constantly extended to the Liberals 
of Leaming:on and its environs. The gift was the more 
graceful as the members organized the whole matter amongst 
themselves without any assistance from the exccutive. It 
was handed to Mrs. Fell by Mrs. Jones, chairwoman of the 
Presentation Committee, who made a graceful little speech. 
A'l present enjoyed themselves thoroughly. Among the 
guests was Mrs. H. G. Reid, of Warley Hall, who expressed 
herself much gratified with the progress made and the real 
work accomplished in one year by the Association she had 
helped to inaugurate. Miss Bright, Hon. Secretary of the 
Association, also addressed the meeting. 

WINCHESTER.—On Monday, the 14th, the opening 
lecture of the history course was given by the Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Association (Miss EllenChapman). The subject 
was “The Norman Conquest,” and the members present 
were most interested and attentive. 

Thursday, 17th. A public meeting was held at the 
Masonic Hall, the Hon. Sec. of the Association (Miss Ellen 
Chapman) being in the chair. E. J. C. Morton, Esq, 
lectured on “Ireland and Home Rule.” The lecture 
was most eloquent, interesting, and instructive, dealing 
as it did with the present state of the country and 
the action of the Government. The vote of thanks to the 
lecturer was proposed by Mr. Frampton, ard seconded by 
Mr. Cushion. 

Then Mr. Gibbs proposed a vote of thanks to the lady in 
the chair, and made some warm remarks on her work in 
the Liberal cause in Winchester. The vote was seconded 
by Mr. Barter. 

The meeting was characterized by great earnestness and 
enthusiasm. 

WOLVERHAMPTON.— On the 15th inst, a meeting 
of this Association was held in St. George’s Hall. The 
Right. Hon. H. H. Fowler, M.P., presided over a large 
attendance, amongst those present being Lady Sandhurst, 
Mr. W. Woodhall, M.P., Miss E. Fowler, Miss A. M. 
Mander, and others. 


The recent Gladstonian victories at Noith Bucks and other 


places were recorded in large letters on the walls of the hall. 


Mr. Fowler, in opening the proceed'ngs, explained his 


He was veiy sorry to say that Ladd 

lowden, who was announced to preside, was being detainey 
in Paris by an attask of illuess. His own wife too, who 
should have taken that lady's place, wes unavoidably absent 
through a severe bronchial attack. Referring to Lady 
Sandhurst, he said that that lady had been, as they were 
aware, a member of a very interesting deputation that went 
from England to Ireland in the autumn of this year, and had 
received a distinguished honour at the hands of the Cor- 
poration of Dublin. 

Miss Mander read letters of apology from Lady Plowden, 
the Hon. P. Stanhope and Countess Tolstoy, Miss Cobden, 
Rev. C. A. Berry, Mr. Conybeare, M.P., Sir Walter Foster, 
M.P., Mr. and Mrs. James Slater, Miss Disturnal, and 
others. Miss Mander proceeded to state that this meeting 
was the first of a series which the Committee of the Associa- 
tion had arranged to take place during the winter months, 
and she would remind them that the main object of their 
Association was educational. They desired to form sound 
opinions among women on public questions—political, social, 
and moral. 

Lady Sandhurst, who was received with loud and con- 
tinued cheers, at the outset pointed out that the Federation 
wes founded by that distinguished lady, Mrs. Fry, that Mrs. 
Gladstone was their President, and that they had nearly 100 
associations in different parts of the country. Their main 
object was teaching, and the first thing that she always 
tried to teach was not altogether what was right on one 
point or another point, but to tcach women and such 
men who had not thought of the subject what the 
meaning of politics really was, that it did not mean going 
forward to canvass at elections, neither did it mean any- 
thing that was particularly mannish, or rowdy, but that 
the meaning of politics was the science of the well-being of 
the country. They could not carry on the science ‘of 
the well-being of the country to any useful con- 
clusion without what she called machinery. At the times 
of elcctions they must canvass, and before elections they 
must organise. She wanted such women as were present 
who were hesitating whether they should take part in this 
wotk, and such men who had doubts whether this work 
was right or becoming for women to engage in, just to con- 
sider from whence they got their Liberal politics. Was it 
not an absolute fact that their highest Liberal politics came 
direct from the Bible? After some remarks on Mr. 
Gladstone’s views of Home Rule she gave a graphic story 
of the visit of the English deputation to Ireland, and 


iat in the chair. 


appealed to those present to work to give peace to that un- 
happy country. By so doing they would give honour 
instead of disgrace to 


England. 
Mr. Woodhall, M.P., met with avery hearty reception. 


In the course of his remarks he referred to the approaching 
trial of Father McFadden and his parishioners, at which he 
said he should be present. 
and its neighbourhood, he testified to the absolute crimeless- 
ness of the district, and the attempts which Father 


From his knowledge of Gweedore 


McFadden had made toimprove the condition of the people. 


The conditions under which that priest was arrested could 


not have been better contrived if it had been intended to 
provoke violence and riot. Under those circumstances, un- 
fortunately, a poor fellow had been killed in the discharge of 
a difficult and disagreeable duty. Of that crime Father 
McFadden, he believed, was absolutely guiltless. After 
being driven backwards and forwards over a stretch of 
bleak country some twenty-eight English miles, after being 
remanded again and again, eight months had elapsed before 
the poor peasant and their priest had been brought 
to trial. The jurymen selected for the trial would 
be told to stand aside until a jury was packed, as Irish 
juries had been packed. Having referred to the success 
attending the recent bye-elections, and the personal influence 
brought to bear upon voters by Primrose Dames, Mr. 
Woodhall paid a high compliment to the services of Miss 
Amy Mander in the Liberal cause. This lady, he said, had 
reflected distinction upon Wolverhampton, which town was 
fortunate in possessing her guidance and help. In other 
towns they looked to the Women’s Liberal Assoc‘ation of 
Wolverhampton as a model and guide. He also referred in 


complimentary terms to the ability of Mr. Fowler, and the 
distinguished position that gentleman held in theLiberal pai ty 
On the motion of Mr. G. R. Thorne, seconded by Mrs. 
Webb, a vote of thanks was accorded to Lady Sandhurst 
and Mr. Woodhall. ; 
A s*nilar compliment to the Chairman closed the meeting. 
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WHAT TO BUY AND WHERE TO GET IT. 
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38° HOUSEKEEPER. | # HOUSEKEEPER. 


BRANSON'S COFFEE| FOOD 
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Consulting sis Houses, President Patent Carbon Food org ta Upemtt 
iploma Cookery aad Food Exhibition, 


Physician, Dalrymple House ; President, 
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mdon, 1888.) No Ice or attention or 
preparation. 


SOLD BY ALL GROCERS & WHOLESALE 
CROSSE & BLACKWELL. MEAT COVERS, BUTTER COOLERS, &c. 
PACKING FREE, __ 
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ARE COATED WITH SUGAR. DOMESTIC SUPPLY STORES. 
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SAFE COMPANY, LIMITED, 
98, HIGH HOLBORN, 

LONDON, W.C. 
WiINDHE’sS 


PATENT DOUBLE OR 


SELF WATER-FEEDING PLANT POT. 


Beautiful, Durable, Economical, beyond compare 
in Terra-cotta or Art Pottery Ware. 


No irregularity or obstruction can resist them. 
THEY A4- % COMPOSED OF PURELY 


VEGETABLE INGREDIENTS ONLY. 
Sent direct, post free, for 1/14. 
J. WARNER, | 
71 & 72, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 
IRISH LINEN COLLARS. 


Gents’ Fourfold all pure Linen Collars, 4/6 per dozen. 

White 8) Linen Fittings, 8/6, 4/6, 5/6, 

+ chee Pure Irish Linen Goods at Manufacturer's 

ces, Fish Napkins, 2/6 per dozen. Diuner 
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IRISH DAMASK TABLE CLOTHS, 
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Irish Cambric Pocket Handkerchiefs. 
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Samples and Price Lists free to all Parte. 
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free, ready to wear ? J of being impoverished as usual, t, 
therefore, thrives in place of decaying. Perfect 
G. RB. HUTTON & Co., LARNE, BELFAST. aération of the roots is , and the pot 


can, at pleasure, be instantly 
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BEAUTIFUL. — s are artistic; suitable 
for table decorations, the jard‘niere, the window, 
or the conservatory. The plain terra-cotta pots 
are adapted for painting in oil colours by amateur 
Sample sent on receipt of Postal Order for 3/6 
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BIRKBECK BANK, 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 

THREE PER CENT. INTEREST allowed on DE- 
POSITS, Pesee on demand. 

TWO PER NT, on CURRENT ACCOUNTS cal- 
culated on the minimum monthly balances, when not 
drawn below £100. 
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INDISPUTABLY THE BEST!!! 
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Packets. 
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The Birkbeck Building Society's Annual 
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VEGETABLES AND HERBS FOR SOUPS, dc. 
(According to a Recipe of the late Monsieur Soyer.) 
NO WASTE. NO TROUBLE. 
Sold in 11d. packets by all teading Grocers. 
Note the TRADE MARK & BEWARE of SPURIOUS 
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RECISTEREDTRADEMAR) 
The only certain remedy for all Nei vous Affections. 
Sold by most chemists. in bottles, at 1/14 and 2/9; 
or mav be obtained, post free, for 15 or 86 stamps, 
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DEPOT, 13, Pilkington Road, 
The CAMPHOLINE en 
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TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF 
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BE SUCCESSFUL AND GUARANTEED 
BY CONTRACT. 
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Estimates free of charg*. and payment after 
success vu lly. 


PBB III 
Testimon.als on applice'icn. Refere 


The Nations! Libere' Club. The Army and Navy 
The icenecrn Hotel. Mid!and Grand Hotel. Bailey's Hotes 
St. James's Hal Res.au. ui, Belgrave Mansons Co A. 
Rot! ild, Esq., &c , &c. 


L. VINCENT & Co, 
246w, Regent Street, London, W. 


THORNTON'S 
“TOILET CREAM” 


Preserves the beauty and softness of 
the Huir. It is invaluable for Children 


In Pots, 1;-, 1/6 & 2/6, post free, 


THORNTON LOTION. 


A quick, safe, and sure cure for 
RINGWORM, BALD PATCHES, 
In Bottl->, 2/6 each post free. 


From A. P. TOWLE & 80N 1 
etx Piccadtly, Mancheave 


W. 


\ 


832 THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. October 26, 1889, 


Wine muphotpuny, onmvEce, sowed ta EVERY WOMAN SHOULD READ 
Name and Address to the Providence Co, 
pporet pay ee Essays for Women, 
__ i MARY JANE HALL, M.D. (Boston). 
THE GIRTON GOVERNESS & SCHOOL AGENCY, To be obtained at 108, St. Georce’s. Square, 8S. BeLeravus, 
London: G. Hriz, 154, Westminster Bridge 
ADAME AUBERT introduces English and Foreign Road, 8.E, 
Resident and Daily Governesses (Finishing, Junior, PRIOB 2/6. POST FREE 2/. 


Nursery), Visiting Teachers, Companions, Literary Workers, “In the plainest and most intelligible terms Dr. Hall has set forth 
‘ facts concerning the structure and organisation 
Lady Housekeepers, Matrons. ey Dope dn to beset them, the dangers to be ed against, and 


SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL HOMES RECOMMENDED. | the rules of life to be adopted.’ ond Lambeth Gace 
Mapame Avsert’s Governess List, Post Free 3}p. Kiatisse Saowlngn OF Stan paean iain: ae Lar dapat 
bitter experience—the manner treatment is comm: clear, 

166, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. comsion, aud, ta the beat nenee, wossanly,"—2he Women's Gants, 
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ASHTON’S | tue remedy that will effectualy 
GREAT Rhsumetie’ Goon The ‘Doloreur, 

C 0 U T poly te It will cure/any ordinary 
case in one day ; it gives relief ia 


AFD two hours. 
Ri EU MATIC Bipods oo acca 


CURE. 
The Best Medicine in the world 


ASHTON’S {fez Asthma, Bronchitis, 


COLOUR GOOD.QUALITY EXCELLENT: PRICE - REASONABLE. 


Whoop- 
: ~ GREAT De eT ey 
and 11s. 

POXLEY S SIX COR D ‘PRI 

es: ! in B| cure, teee 
aS RC ECEC RS SEES | ASHTON'S [ue yee Ae Sa 
e97GREAT ANCOATS, MANCHESTEROMIUNIVEDS Alli cun srs 
| _Aninvaluable remedy for Burns, 
ORC 9 | ASHTON’S _ cits, Uicerated Joints, abscesses 
ICHARD'S GURE For DEAFNESS, CURATIVE SALVE. iz. SicKco 


WHOLESALE AGENTS: 
Messrs. WILLIAM EDWARDS & SON, 
Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
MAY ROBERTS & Co. Clerkenwell Road, EC 
HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W. 


T. Baanaap, Mariborough, 
1s, 134 por Bottle, Free by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY, 

ANY CHEMIST CAN PROOURE IT TO ORDER. 


SSS a a a ETI 
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